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Presentation Overview

! Violence prevention vs. Crime 
prevention

! Crime prevention/public health and 
policing – What do budgets tell us? 

! The contribution of PH to prevention 
involving law enforcement

! The changing relationship between 
crime prevention, public health and 
law enforcement 



Violence prevention vs. Crime prevention

Violence 
prevention

Interpersonal 
violence , self-

directed violence
Population based Primary 

prevention Based in science

Crime prevention

+ Collective violence, 
various crimes

Deals with Police, courts 
and corrections,  

Situational approaches, 
Social development

Reduction of recidivism UN Guidelines for the 
Prevention of Crime

Underlying causes and risk factors 

Draws on expertise from many sectors 

Develop and evaluate interventions to reduce risks 

Widely implement measures that are found to work

Monitor the extent of the problem 

Identify and understand factors that place people at risk



Crime prevention embraces violence prevention 
(PH-approach) - Inter-sectoral collaboration



Public health has minimal appearance in 
most crime prevention strategies

Federal 
government-

Canada

Public Safety Canada –
$40 M/year NCPC

Justice Canada -
$141.7M/ year Youth 

Justice Services Funding 
Program 

Health Canada - over 
$100 M /year for mental 

health programs and 
services for Aboriginal 

peoples

Public Health Agency -
$7 M/year Family 
Violence Initiative 

National Anti-Drug 
Strategy 

Provincial 
governments



Crime prevention embraces violence 
prevention (PH-approach)

Budget

Public Safety 
Canada –
National 
Crime 
Prevention 
Centre 



Public health has minimal appearance in 
most crime prevention strategies

Quebec provincial 
government

Ministry of Public 
Security - $1.4 M

Security, Prevention 
and Internal 
Management 

Program - $558,951

Qc Provincial police 
services  - $851,703

$ ? – Campaigns, 
training, parts of 
other programs

Other ministries

External project 
funding - $1.25 M



Public health has minimal appearance in 
most crime prevention strategies

Municipalities

Quebec 
municipalities -
$2.5 million for 
public security 

Prevention - $ ?

Pays almost 60% 
of Canada’s $12.3 
billion police costs



Public health has minimal appearance in 
most crime prevention strategies

Montreal police 
services –

$571,2 M Budget

Prevention - $ ?

with PH 
focus - $ ?

Toronto police 
services –

$933.8 M Budget 

Prevention - $ ?

with PH 
focus - $ 

?



The contribution of public health ?

! Reducing the burden on policing

! Evidence-based 

! Collecting data for analysis and 
improving preventive strategies

! Diversion and strategies for at-risk 
and marginalized populations

! Awareness-raising



The contribution of public health ?

! Reducing the burden on policing

! Diversification of funding



The contribution of public health ?

! Evidence-based



The contribution of public health ?

INJURY 
SURVEILLANCE 
SYSTEMS

Colombia

El Salvador 

Nicaragua 

Honduras 

Jamaica 

South Africa

! Collecting data for analysis and 
improving preventive strategies



The contribution of public health ?

OBSERVATORIES

Centre for the 
study and 
analysis of citizen 
co-habitation and 
security 
(CEACSC), 
Colombia 

Monitoring of urban 
conflicts and victimisation, 
situation of vulnerable 
populations 

Analysis of crime figures 
and effects/impact

Analysis of the perception 
of insecurity and 
victimisation 

Systematic monitoring of 
the results of the public 
policy

Inform policing strategies

Partners involved – provide and receive 
information:

"• Bogotá Metropolitan Police 
"• National Institute of Forensic Medicine
"• Prosecutor General’s Office
"• Secretariat of Health
"• Secretariat of mobility



The contribution of public health ?

DATA 
SHARING

! Collecting data for analysis and 
improving preventive strategies



The contribution of public health ?

Quebec:

Urgence 
Psychosociale-
Justice

! Diversion and strategies for at-risk 
and marginalized populations

University

Police

Health Centre

City

Correctional 
services

Crime justice

Public Safety

Transport



The contribution of public health ?

Partners: 

• Hamilton Health Sciences 
– Sexual Assault / 
Domestic Violence Care 
Centre
• City of Hamilton Public 
Health Services
• Elizabeth Fry Society of 
Hamilton
• McMaster University 
Student Union
• McMaster University
• McMaster Student Union 
Student Health Education 
Centre
• Centre for Addiction and 
Mental Health
• Hamilton Police Service
• Mohawk College
• Sexual Assault Centre of 
Hamilton and Area 
• Interval House of 
Hamilton

! Awareness-raising

Hamilton Police:
http://www.hamiltonpolice.on.ca/NR/rdonlyres/CD4A1505-2F48-4199-8F0B-
CF87410EAF22/0/Dontbethatguy.pdf

http://www.hamiltonpolice.on.ca/NR/rdonlyres/CD4A1505-2F48-4199-8F0B-CF87410EAF22/0/Dontbethatguy.pdf


The changing relationship between crime prevention, 
public health and law enforcement

Bogota, 
Colombia

"Governance
"Participation
"Social inclusion
"Citizenship
"Rights



The changing relationship between crime prevention, 
public health and law enforcement

Bogota, 
Colombia

! Reality: 

¤ 80 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants, 
drug trafficking, impunity, police 
corruption, high insecurity

! Conditions: 

¤ Decentralization of municipal/local 
authorities

¤ Citizens demanding action
¤ Mayor - $ for ‘healthy city budget’ -

social programmes



The changing relationship between crime prevention, 
public health and law enforcement

Bogota, 
Colombia

1993-2004: 
Homicide 

reduces 71% 
reduction –

Deaths from 
motor vehicles 
reduces 65%

Reduce 
firearm 

availability 

Conflict 
resolution 
projects

Public 
Space 

Recovery 
progamme 

Police –
response, 
community 
meetings

Media 
Campaigns 
- alcohol 
and drug 
reduction

Observatory 
of violence 

Citizenship 
culture

Importance of political stability
$150 million + investment

City Policy

Citizens and media involved



Left-over challenges

! Integration of public health into 
policing crime prevention strategies

! Quantifying and identifying the real 
impact/contribution

! Envisioning good governance as the 
key component to enhance/secure 
the partnership between police, PH 
and CP



Thank you

! International Centre for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC)
! http://www.crime-prevention-intl.org/

! Vivien Carli
! vcarli@crime-prevention-intl.org

http://www.crime-prevention-intl.org/
mailto:vcarli@crime-prevention-intl.org

