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KEY QUESTION:

Is imprisonment a public health phenomenon ?
This model of imprisonment has two components : an
individual case vs. an epidemic - e.g. AIDS

1- A case of disease is an individual phenomenon:
Biology of disease agent , etiology and patho-
physiology of the iliness, course of the disease in
individuals ( natural history) . Intervention is based

on individual diagnosis, treatment , and outcomes.

2- An epidemic is a social phenomenon :

The public health model is based on determinants and
patterns of disease in populations - concerned with
risks and modes of transmission, and measured in
outcomes for entire populations .
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Individual Impact of
Incarceration;

Physical and Mental Health
Family and Community Ties
Life Course Prospects
Future Criminality
Recidivism



The Public Health
Model of Imprisonment :

The Epidemiology of Mass
Incarceration



Anatomy of the Epidemic of
Mass Incarceration in USA

Time
Person
Place
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Outbreak




Population Incarcerated
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PERSON :

Racial and Ethnicity as Risk Factor for Imprisonment

Rate Per 100,000 Population
Incarcerated

Historic Rates of Incarceration in New York State, 1880-2000: By Race
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Rate of Incar ceration /100,000 population under RDL for Males
for the year ending Jan. 1, 200 1

Age Groups White Bla ck His panic Other
Under 21 1.7 74.7 39.5 3.1
21-44 38.3 1656. 8 1168. 4 48.3
Above 44 10.2 329.3 465.9 9.1
Tot al 17.6 717.7 597.3 21.6



Lifetime Likelihood of Going
to State or Federal Prison

By Thomas P. Boncaw .
and Allen J. Beck, Ph.D. Highhghts
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The Public Health
Model of Imprisonment :

The Population Impact of
Mass Incarceration



Percentage of adults ever incarcerated in State or Federal prison,
by year of birth and age
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Stopping the Epidemic of
Mass Incarceration

Primary Prevention
Secondary Prevention
Tertiary Prevention



Primary Prevention

Reducing the number of drug
users arrested and imprisoned



Division of Criminal Justice Services

Criminal Justice Interim Update

David A. Paterson Sean M. Byme

Govemor Actung DCJS Commissioner

Drug Law Reform Senes Report No. 3

Lssoad Ovtotey X010

Preliminary Impact of
2009 Drug Law Reform

October 2009 — September 2010



Figuse 1. Felosy Drug Asresty, Indictments* and Comumitments
1973 « 2008
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Legalize This! the case fc
decriminalizing drugs
Douglas Husak



Secondary Prevention

Reducing the Harms of
Arrest and Incarceration



Massive Human Rights
Abuses In Prisons

Coerced “Treatment”
Torture
Executions



THE DEATH PENALTY
FOR DRUG OFFENCES
Global Overview 2011

SHARED RESPONSIBILITY AND
SHARED CONSEQUENCES

HARM REDUCTION
INTERNATIONAL



Executions of Drug Offenders
Global Overview :
Approx. 1000 per year 2008- 2010

High application states
(95% of all executions)

China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Viet Nam ,
Malaysia, Singapore

Low application states : Some executions
in last 10 years : Indonesia , Kuwait,
Thailand, Pakistan , Egypt Yemen Syria
Taiwan

Symbolic application states: no executions
in last 10 years , but laws on books

Oman, Qatar, United Arab Emirates , India
USA, Gaza, Bangladesh, Bahrain,
Myanmar, Lao PDR , South Korea,

Sr1 Lanka , Brunei-Darussalam, Cuba

Source: Harm Reduction International ,
2011



Tertiary Prevention

Reduce the Long Term Population
Consequences of Mass Incarceration

Alter Public Attitudes about the Use of
Incarceration as Punishment Through
Restorative Justice Programs



Restorative Justice




\““ l'l S

4|l||||I|IIIII|||||||h

THE NEW PRESS

A PLAGUE UF PRISUNS

THE EMOEMIOLOAY OF MASS INCARCERATION W AMERCIA

i
T DRUCKER

ERNEST







