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KEY QUESTION:  
Is imprisonment a public health phenomenon ? 
This model of imprisonment has two components : an 
individual case vs. an epidemic  - e.g. AIDS 
  
1- A case of disease is an individual phenomenon:  
Biology  of disease agent , etiology and patho-
physiology of the illness, course of the disease in 
individuals ( natural history) . Intervention is based 
on individual diagnosis, treatment , and outcomes. 
  
2- An epidemic is a social phenomenon :  
The public health model is based on determinants and 
patterns of disease in populations - concerned with 
risks and modes of transmission, and measured in 
outcomes for entire populations . 







Individual Impact of  
Incarceration; 

Physical and Mental Health  
Family and Community Ties 

Life Course Prospects 
Future Criminality 

Recidivism  



The Public Health  
Model of  Imprisonment :  

The Epidemiology of Mass 
Incarceration 



Anatomy of the Epidemic of 
Mass Incarceration in USA  
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PERSON :  
Racial and Ethnicity as Risk Factor for Imprisonment  







to Prison 
New York City 

Per 1000 Adult Males 
(16–59) 

Census Tracts 
with Community Districts 

www.justicemapping.org 
Office Tel:  347.223.2598 

Fax:  718.638.2814 

Admissions per 1000 

Boro CD Count Rate 

MN 10 748 25.7 

MN 11 671 19.8 

BX 3 328 19.2 

BX 2 226 17.4 

BX 1 358 16.8 

BX 5 531 14.7 

BK 3 516 13.7 

BK 16 274 13.7 

BX 6 249 12.8 

BK 8 289 12.1 

MN 9 423 11.8 

BX 4 396 10.6 

BK 5 457 10.1 

Place  



South Bronx 1975  



Bronx,  New York , 2008 





The Public Health  
Model of  Imprisonment :  

The Population Impact  of 
Mass Incarceration 





Stopping the Epidemic of 
Mass Incarceration  

Primary Prevention 
Secondary Prevention 

Tertiary Prevention   



Primary Prevention  

Reducing the number of drug 
users arrested and imprisoned   









Secondary Prevention  

Reducing the Harms of  
Arrest and Incarceration  



Massive Human Rights 
Abuses in Prisons   

Coerced “Treatment” 
Torture  

Executions  







Tertiary Prevention  

Reduce the Long Term Population 
Consequences of Mass Incarceration 

Alter Public Attitudes about the Use of 
Incarceration as Punishment Through 
Restorative Justice Programs  



Restorative Justice  






