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Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

! ACEs: 
! abuse, neglect, sexual abuse, domestic violence, loss of a parent, parental addiction

problems, parental mental illness, detention family member

! ACE associated with many (seperate) negative outcomes in adulthood
! psychiatric disorders, physical illness, unhealthy life style, risk-taking behaviors

! Dose-response relationships between ACE and single outcomes

! Elevated ACE prevalence in vulnerable populations

! Are ACEs associated with problematic functioning in several life domains
simultaneously?



Context: diversion program (Top 600)
Serious violent and chronic offenders (SVC)
! Selection of mostly young adults (Mage = 26) who commit high 

impact crimes (i.e. violence)
! Combined approach from law enforcement and public health
! Social psychiatric screening

– By a social psychiatric nurse
– Evaluation by a psychiatrist / clinical psychologist
– Voluntary
– Permission for collection of (medical) file information

! Results in: 
– Advice to other parties involved
– Referral to care / social support
– Feedback to client



Research questions
! Prevalence, diversity and accumulation of ACES in the childhood of SVC 

offenders?

! Outcomes in young adulthood: 
! Problems in functioning in several life-domains
! Prevalence of psychopathology and addiction

! Associations:

childhood young adulthood

ACES problems in functioning in multiple life domains
psychopathology and addiction



Methods: ACEs " file study

! 2/3 history of youth care in A’dam
! Juvenile probation files of a sample
! Structured scoring of criminogenic 

factors with “Juvenile Forensic
Profile” (FPJ)*

! 9 FPJ-items represent the ‘big ten 
ACEs’

*Brand & van Heerde, 2004



Methods: outcomes in young
adulthood

! Based on social psychiatric screening

! Problems in self-suffiency problems
! Psychopathology: 

# Axis 1 disorders and/or personality disorders 
# Substance use disorders exluded

! Addiction: 
# substance abuse or dependency

! Differential diagnoses excluded



Self-sufficiency problems
(SSP)

! An acceptable level of functioning
! in the essentials domains of daily life
! if nessecary by organizing appropriate support 

! A photo of the situation
! Outcome of personal and environmental attributes
! Such as: skills, motivation,  economic situation, infrastructure, formal

and informal support
! Instrument SSM-D (self-sufficiency matrix-Dutch; Fassaert et al 2014)



Prevalence of ACEs (n=146)

! Average # ACE’s: 2,6 
! no ACE: 20%
! 4 ACEs or more: 33%
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Self-sufficiency problems (n=293)

! Domains are dichotimised: barely self-sufficiency or less (-3)= problem
! Law and order excluded
! Average number of problem domains: 5.6 (sd = 2.3)
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Psychopathology & addiction; young adults
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Associations childhood - young adulthood (SS 
and psychopathology)
! 96 persons with data from both sources
! (logistic) regression analyses:

– Predictor = diversity of ACEs
– Outcome: self-sufficiency problems, psychopathology and addiction

! Association ACE and self sufficiency problems
– Diversity of ACES are associated with a diversity of problems domains
– Strongest association of ACE with problems in

Finances (OR = 1,80) and Housing (OR = 1,44)

! ACE positively associated with psychopathology (OR = 1.26)
! ACE positively associated with addiction (OR = 1.24)



! High prevalence of multiple ACEs in this group of severe, violent and chronic
offenders

! Many problems in young adulthood
! ACE associated with

– problems in self sufficiency in several domains
– Psychopathology and addiction

! ACES in childhood can lead to an overall problematic level of self sufficiency, 
reflected in a wide array of domains

! Interventions for svc in young adulthood should be sensitive for personal 
histories and alert on multiproblems situations

! Structural support on the full range of life domains might be necessary

Conclusion

Questions: 
! Menno Segeren msegeren@ggd.amsterdam.nl
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